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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics,
grade: 1,3, University of Erfurt (Sprachwissenschaft), course: Regionale Varietéten, language: English,
abstract: Every language changes over time. Due to historical, political and social events, like population
shifts or movements, alanguage devel ops and becomes versatile, asintralinguistic variations emerge
between different regions and dialects.

One of the most important changes in the English language, which appeared especially in the south of
England during the 15th to 18th centuries, was a Chain Shift, the so-called Great Vowel Shift.[INT1] A
Chain Shift is*achange in the position of two phonemes in which one moves away from an original position
that is occupied by the other.” (Labov 1994: 118)

The linguist William Labov classifies three principles, which are applicable to all the Chain Shifts:
Principle I: long vowelsrise (asin the Great Vowel Shift)

Principle I1: short vowelsfall

Principle Ila: the nuclei of upgliding diphthongs fall

Principle I11: back vowels move to the front

(Labov 1994:116)
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From reader reviews:
Violet Shook:

The book Great Vowel Shift: From Middle to Standard English gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
gpare time. Y ou can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book
Great Vowe Shift: From Middle to Standard English to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or al subjects. You could know everything if you
like available and read a e-book Great Vowel Shift: From Middle to Standard English. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Jennifer Newhouse:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they're still students or the item for all peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Great Vowel Shift: From
Middle to Standard English. All type of book would you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Charles Stubblefield:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Great Vowel Shift:
From Middle to Standard English, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Harold Phillips:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. Itis
called of book Great Vowel Shift: From Middle to Standard English. Y ou can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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