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AND ALL THE QUEEN'S MEN is a frank, poignant reading experience, an ambitious memoir that explores
the psychological profile of a woman throughout her life with husbands, boyfriends and acquaintances. It is a
story of promiscuity and forgiveness, of the secrets she keeps and the situations in which she finds herself
over the course of five decades. Sessa speaks to the hearts and lives of women of all ages in conflict with a
controlling father. She puts a face to women in relationships that have become scarred by sexual domination
or verbal abuse or to those smothered by a soundless partner who refuses to communicate, all of which she
has experienced and chosen to share in her debut book. For this author, there has always been the muddling
chasm between anticipation and reality in all of her relationships. She falls in love serially with the prospect
of a man rather than with the man himself, holding on for long stretches of time waiting for these men to
fulfill her expectations. However, each liaison is more complicated than the one that came before. As the
author writes, "every step forward begins with a foot firmly planted in the past." She returns to her roots to
investigate what went so terribly wrong. Inside, her girlhood feels so near, but when she looks around, it
sometimes seems to belong to a vanished world. Today, is it even possible to conceptualize the true saga of a
sixteen-year-old, bound by her autocratic father to prepare to marry the 24 year old, handsome man he has
found for her because his bank account also satisfies the father's definition of "handsome?" He successfully
encourages her to marry the man of his choice and the childhood years of living in the darkness with her
father serve as training for living unhappily as a bamboozled, virgin, teenage bride. Thus begins a lifetime of
misery and grudges against a myriad of male relationships that are not what they seem. This young woman is
so influenced by her father's beliefs and world-view that it takes many years to discover her real self amid
the men in her life. During this first tedious marriage, which produces two children, Sessa's anguished yet
tender love affair with the family physician becomes a convenient vehicle for her true introduction to
sexuality.A subsequent and dramatic marriage to a popular medical doctor dispenses another life of
extravagance, complete with a spirited horseracing enterprise and jet-set travel, but there is a huge price to
pay for this husband's sexual bullying. Sessa trades an enviable home life with her two children and husband
for the teeming drug and sexual revolution in New York City where she is torn between love and sex and her
real passion, an international television production career where she is the first woman to own such a
company in the 70's. The ambivalence and complications of career and home life are provided by the story's
middle, a convergent, three-year relationship with an adoring Canadian ad man, who provides the meat in a
hefty, non-fiction sandwich.Following a second divorce from Sessa's physician husband, there are stolen
moments and other men to come, including fascinating and urgent relationships with a Paramount Pictures'
TV entertainment icon that she physically loses to lung cancer and an art curator whom she emotionally loses
to a fatal car accident. Throughout the many liaisons to come, there is a constant ruffling in the air of erotic
possibility.Instead of offering generalities and seeking to blur the more painful elements of a life that most
authors would avoid revealing, Sessa shines a beacon of light on her own egregious behavior and shameful
patterns. There are passages about the lack of important nurturing and being nurtured with a litany of men,
most of whom disappoint her due to a lack of passion and intimacy. Others wring her dry before she discards
them and vows never to let it happen again, although in very emotional, often disturbing exchanges, it does--
repeatedly. Scandalous and seductive and yet often humorous, this insightful memoir is a true account of this
author's deeply personal life.The book also presents an engrossing picture of time and place and how our eras
can try, but not necessarily succeed, in defining us. While stories have been told in this vein before, AND
ALL THE QUEEN'S MEN widens the road to affairs of the heart with brazen self-examination. The author's
journey vividly portrays the often-raw sexual scenes from her stormy and wild romances, as she is torn
trying to find balance between the woman she was bred to be and the woman she finds she is.Alone, driven



and searching for decades, Sessa ultimately emerges as an emotionally empowered woman who reaches for
an enduring relationship, one that sets her free from the Pamplona-type chaos that heretofore has consumed
her life. Amid all the shadows she has forged in previous relationships, this new awareness illuminates and
forgives the restless ghosts of her past.
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From reader reviews:

Mae Saari:

Here thing why this particular And All The Queen's Men: A Memoir are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. And All The Queen's Men: A Memoir giving you information deeper
as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with And All The
Queen's Men: A Memoir. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of And All The Queen's Men: A Memoir in e-book can be your alternate.

Judith Cole:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this And All The Queen's Men: A Memoir, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Jeffrey Spencer:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book And All The Queen's Men: A Memoir it doesn't matter what good to read. There
are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did
not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read
this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Michael Burr:

This And All The Queen's Men: A Memoir is great publication for you because the content that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having And All
The Queen's Men: A Memoir in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just



one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already
do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?
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