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The main purpose of this book is to explicate the problematic relationship between the heterogeneity of what
is experienced as beautiful and the homogeneity of the conceptualization of that experience, or attempt at
such a conceptualization in the era of modern philosophy. While the heterogeneity of what is experienced as
beautiful was permitted, and indeed celebrated, in the dominant ancient conception—for example, in the
Symposium and Phaedrus of Plato—the need for homogenization in the later appropriation of Plato and in
the Enlightenment period relegated the beautiful to the privileged domain of artworks. In her analysis Agnes
Heller provides a unique and significant emphasis on the original 'life content' of the experience of the
beautiful, which becomes lost in the modern system of the arts.

This book details the history of the concept of the beautiful, starting with what Agnes Heller distinguishes
between the 'warm' metaphysics of beauty and the 'cold' one—inspired by Plato's Janus-faced relationship to
beauty—and ending with a fragmented yet hopeful vision propagated by Friedrich Nietzsche, Walter
Benjamin, and Theodor W. Adorno, among others. In between these two historical parentheses—the
metaphysical Plato on one hand and the post-metaphysical Nietzsche, Benjamin, and Adorno on the other
hand—lay a plenitude of figures and intellectual developments, all of which contributed to the demise of the
concept of the beautiful in the Western metaphysical tradition. The most important of these figures and
developments are examined in this book.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Marques:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably
you should have this The Concept of the Beautiful.

George Clark:

The book The Concept of the Beautiful make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Concept of the Beautiful to get your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a book The Concept of the
Beautiful. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this guide?

Phillip Martin:

The book The Concept of the Beautiful can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book The Concept of the Beautiful?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It
is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Concept of the Beautiful has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Travis Smith:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Concept of the Beautiful is simple to
create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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