
Philosophy Between the Lines: The Lost History of
Esoteric Writing

Arthur M. Melzer

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00NCU6SCE
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00NCU6SCE
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00NCU6SCE


Philosophy Between the Lines: The Lost History of Esoteric
Writing

Arthur M. Melzer

Philosophy Between the Lines: The Lost History of Esoteric Writing Arthur M. Melzer
Philosophical esotericism—the practice of communicating one’s unorthodox thoughts “between the
lines”—was a common practice until the end of the eighteenth century. The famous Encyclopédie of Diderot,
for instance, not only discusses this practice in over twenty different articles, but admits to employing it
itself. The history of Western thought contains hundreds of such statements by major philosophers testifying
to the use of esoteric writing in their own work or others’. Despite this long and well-documented history,
however, esotericism is often dismissed today as a rare occurrence. But by ignoring esotericism, we risk
cutting ourselves off from a full understanding of Western philosophical thought.

           

Arthur M. Melzer serves as our deeply knowledgeable guide in this capacious and engaging history of
philosophical esotericism. Walking readers through both an ancient (Plato) and a modern (Machiavelli)
esoteric work, he explains what esotericism is—and is not. It relies not on secret codes, but simply on a more
intensive use of familiar rhetorical techniques like metaphor, irony, and insinuation. Melzer explores the
various motives that led thinkers in different times and places to engage in this strange practice, while also
exploring the motives that lead more recent thinkers not only to dislike and avoid this practice but to deny its
very existence. In the book’s final section, “A Beginner’s Guide to Esoteric Reading,” Melzer turns to how
we might once again cultivate the long-forgotten art of reading esoteric works.

Philosophy Between the Lines is the first comprehensive, book-length study of the history and theoretical
basis of philosophical esotericism, and it provides a crucial guide to how many major
writings—philosophical, but also theological, political, and literary—were composed prior to the nineteenth
century.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Villa:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Philosophy Between the Lines: The Lost History of Esoteric Writing. Try
to make book Philosophy Between the Lines: The Lost History of Esoteric Writing as your good friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Dennis Bryant:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the guide untitled Philosophy Between the Lines: The Lost History of Esoteric
Writing can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

James Sanchez:

Beside this specific Philosophy Between the Lines: The Lost History of Esoteric Writing in your phone, it
could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Philosophy Between the Lines: The Lost History
of Esoteric Writing because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Joan Toon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Philosophy Between the



Lines: The Lost History of Esoteric Writing.
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