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Pioneering anthropologist Sherry B. Ortner is renowned for her work on the Sherpas of Nepal. Now she turns
her attention homeward to examine how social class is lived in the United States and, specifically, within her
own peer group. In New Jersey Dreaming, Ortner returns to her Newark roots to present an in-depth look at
Weequahic High School's Class of 1958, of which she was a member. She explores her classmates’
recollected experiences of the neighborhood and the high school, also written about in the novels of Philip
Roth, Weequahic High School’s most famous alum. Ortner provides a chronicle of the journey of her
classmates from the 1950s into the 1990s, following the movement of a striking number of them from
modest working- and middle-class backgrounds into the wealthy upper-middle or professional/managerial
class.

Ortner tracked down nearly all 304 of her classmates. She interviewedabout 100 in person and spoke with
most of the rest by phone, recording her classmates’ vivid memories of time, place, and identity. Ortner
shows how social class affected people’s livesin many hidden and unexamined ways. She also demonstrates
that the Class of ‘58’s extreme upward mobility must be understood in relation to the major identity
movements of the twentieth century—the campaign against anti-Semitism, the Civil Rights movement, and
feminism.

A multisited study combining field research with an interdisciplinary analytical framework, New Jersey
Dreaming is a masterly integration of developments at the vanguard of contemporary anthropology.
Engaging excerpts from Ortner's field notes are interspersed throughout the book. Whether recording the
difficulties and pleasures of studying one's own peer group, the cultures of driving in different parts of the
country, or the contrasting experiences of appointment-making in Los Angeles and New York, they provide
a rare glimpse into the actual doing of ethnographic research.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Burks:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed New Jersey
Dreaming: Capital, Culture, and the Class of '58? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Donald Farrell:

New Jersey Dreaming: Capital, Culture, and the Class of '58 can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing New Jersey
Dreaming: Capital, Culture, and the Class of '58 yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

James Drennan:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This New Jersey Dreaming: Capital, Culture, and
the Class of '58 can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Dewey Rascon:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and New Jersey Dreaming: Capital, Culture, and the
Class of '58 as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide,
any other book likes New Jersey Dreaming: Capital, Culture, and the Class of '58 to make your spare time
far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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