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The “raging frenzy” of the sex drive, to use Plato’s phrase, has always defied control. However, that’s not to
say that the Sumerians, Victorians, and every civilization in between and beyond have not tried, wielding
their most formidable weapon: the law. At any given point in time, some forms of sex were condoned while
others were punished mercilessly. Jump forward or backward a century or two (and often far less than that),
and the harmless fun of one time period becomes the gravest crime in another. Judging Desire tells the story
of the struggle throughout the millennia to regulate the most powerful engine of human behavior.

Writer and lawyer Eric Berkowitz uses flesh-and-blood cases—much flesh and even more blood—to evoke
the entire sweep of Western sex law, from the savage impalement of an Ancient Mesopotamian adulteress to
the imprisonment of Oscar Wilde in 1895 for “gross indecency.” The cast of Judging Desire is as varied as
the forms taken by human desire itself: royal mistresses, gay charioteers, medieval transvestites, lonely goat-
lovers, prostitutes of all stripes, London rent boys. Each of them had forbidden sex, and each was
judged—and justice, as Berkowitz shows, rarely had much to do with it.
With the light touch of a natural storyteller, Berkowitz spins these tales and more, going behind closed doors
to reveal the essential history of human desire.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Matt:

This book untitled Sex and Punishment: Four Thousand Years of Judging Desire to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Wanda Stamper:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the book untitled Sex and Punishment: Four Thousand Years of Judging
Desire can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Kevin Loesch:

The particular book Sex and Punishment: Four Thousand Years of Judging Desire has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after perusing this book.

William Kelley:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Sex and Punishment: Four Thousand Years of Judging Desire the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Sex and Punishment: Four Thousand Years of Judging
Desire giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data
for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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