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In his well-known Discourse on Metaphysics, Leibniz puts individual substance at the basis of metaphysical
building. In so doing, he connects himself to a venerable tradition. His theory of individual concept,
however, breaks with another idea of the same tradition, that no account of the individual as such can be
given. Contrary to what has been commonly accepted, Leibniz’s intuitions are not the mere result of the
transcription of subject-predicate logic, nor of the uncritical persistence of some old metaphysical
assumptions. They grow, instead, from an unprejudiced inquiry about our basic ontological framework,
where logic of truth, linguistic analysis, and phenomenological experience of the mind’s life are tightly
interwoven. Leibniz’s struggle for a concept capable of grasping concrete individuals as such is pursued in
an age of great paradigm changes – from the Scholastic background to Hobbes’s nominalism to the Cartesian
‘way of ideas’ or Spinoza’s substance metaphysics – when the relationships among words, ideas and things
are intensively discussed and wholly reshaped. This is the context where the genesis and significance of
Leibniz’s theory of ‘complete being’ and its concept are reconstrued. The result is a fresh look at some of the
most perplexing issues in Leibniz scholarship, like his ideas about individual identity and the thesis that all
its properties are essential to an individual. The questions Leibniz faces, and to which his theory of
individual substance aims to answer, are yet, to a large extent, those of contemporary metaphysics: how to
trace a categorial framework? How to distinguish concrete and abstract items? What is the metaphysical
basis of linguistic predication? How is trans-temporal sameness assured? How to make sense of essential
attributions? In this ontological framework Leibniz’s further questions about the destiny of human
individuals and their history are spelt out. Maybe his answers also have something to tell us. This book is
aimed at all who are interested in Leibniz’s philosophy, history of early modern philosophy and
metaphysical issues in their historical development.
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From reader reviews:

Cassandra Martin:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is The Science of the Individual: Leibniz's Ontology of Individual Substance: 6 (Topoi Library).

Jorge Raines:

The Science of the Individual: Leibniz's Ontology of Individual Substance: 6 (Topoi Library) can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Science of the Individual: Leibniz's Ontology of Individual Substance: 6 (Topoi
Library) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
pondering.

Jon Estrada:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. The Science of the Individual: Leibniz's Ontology of Individual Substance: 6
(Topoi Library) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Cora Blanchette:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Science of the Individual: Leibniz's Ontology of
Individual Substance: 6 (Topoi Library) can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have
The Science of the Individual: Leibniz's Ontology of Individual Substance: 6 (Topoi Library).
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