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Emphasizing how modes of book production, promotion, and consumption shape ideas of literary value,
Edward Mack examines the role of Japan’s publishing industry in defining modern Japanese literature. In the
late nineteenth century and early twentieth, as cultural and economic power consolidated in Tokyo, the city’s
literary and publishing elites came to dominate the dissemination and preservation of Japanese literature. As
Mack explains, they conferred cultural value on particular works by creating prizes and multivolume
anthologies that signaled literary merit. One such anthology, the Compl ete Wor ks of Contemporary Japanese
Literature (published between 1926 and 1931), provided many readers with their first experience of selected
texts designated as modern Japanese literature. The low price of one yen per volume allowed the series to
reach hundreds of thousands of readers. An early prize for modern Japanese literature, the annual Akutagawa
Prize, first awarded in 1935, became the country’ s highest-profile literary award. Mack chronicles the history
of book production and consumption in Japan, showing how advances in technology, the expansion of a
market for literary commaodities, and the development of an extensive reading community enabled
phenomena such as the Complete Works of Contemporary Japanese Literature and the Akutagawa Prize to
manufacture the very concept of modern Japanese literature.
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From reader reviews:
Clayton Medina:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy
read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Manufacturing Modern
Japanese Literature: Publishing, Prizes, and the Ascription of Literary Vaue (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Palitics,
and Society) iskind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Joseph Wood:

The actual book Manufacturing Modern Japanese Literature: Publishing, Prizes, and the Ascription of
Literary Value (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) has alot details on it. So when you read this
book you can get alot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
perusing this book.

TravisMcDonald:

This Manufacturing Modern Japanese Literature: Publishing, Prizes, and the Ascription of Literary Vaue
(Asia-Pacific: Culture, Palitics, and Society) is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentencesinit. So if you are
read the item hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Manufacturing
Modern Japanese Literature: Publishing, Prizes, and the Ascription of Literary Vaue (Asia-Pacific: Culture,
Poalitics, and Society) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So ,
thisis good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Catherine Hudson:

Reading a book to get new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get alots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a
lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read.
If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Manufacturing
Modern Japanese Literature: Publishing, Prizes, and the Ascription of Literary Value (Asia-Pacific: Culture,
Politics, and Society) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.
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