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"They hang the man and flog the woman That steal the goose from off the common, But |et the greater villain
loose That steals the common from the goose.' - Traditional nursery rhyme Until a 1998 federal court
decision, a Minnesota publisher claimed to own every federal court decision, including Roe v. Wade and
Brown v. Board of Education. A Texas company was recently allowed to calm a patent on basmati rice, a
kind of rice grown in Indiafor hundreds of years. The Mining Act of 1872 is till in effect, allowing
companies to buy land from the government at USD5 and acre if they pan to mine it. These are resources that
belong to al of use, yet they are being given away to companies with anything but the common interest in
mind. Where was the public outcry, or the government intervention, when these were happening? The
answers are alarming. Private corporations are consuming the resources that the American people
collectively own at a staggering rate, and the government is not protecting the commons on our behalf. In
Silent Theft , David Bollier exposes the audacious attempts of companies to appropriate medical
breakthroughs, public airwaves, outer space, state research, and even the DNA of plants and animals.
Amazingly, these abuses often go unnoticed, Bollier argues, because we have lost our ability to see the
commons. Publicly funded technological innovations create common wealth (cell phone airwaves, internet
addresses, gene sequences) at blinding speed, while an economic atmosphere of deregulation and
privatization ensures they will be quickly bought and sold. In an age of market triumphalism, does the notion
of the commons have any practical meaning? Crisp and revelatory, Silent Theft is abold attempt to develop a
new language of the commons, a new ethos of commonwealth in the face of a market ethic that knows no
bounds.
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From reader reviews:
NellieKim:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guysthat aren't like that. This Silent Theft: The Private Plunder of Our Common Wealth book is readable
through you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking
at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving
Silent Theft: The Private Plunder of Our Common Wealth content conveys objective easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available asit.
So, do you nevertheless thinking Silent Theft: The Private Plunder of Our Common Wealth is not loveable
to be your top checklist reading book?

Steve Franklin:

This book untitled Silent Theft: The Private Plunder of Our Common Wealth to be one of severa booksthis
best seller in thisyear, here is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit init. Y ou will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So thereis no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Rebecca McGrew:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people likeit. First reading a book will give you alot of new facts. When
you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Silent
Theft: The Private Plunder of Our Common Wealth, you are able to tells your family, friends aong with
soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Larhonda Kennedy:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by itsinclude may doesn't work hereis
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be Silent Theft: The Private Plunder of Our Common Wealth why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.
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