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Whether antiquities should be returned to the countries where they were found is one of the most urgent and
controversial issues in the art world today, and it has pitted museums, private collectors, and dealers against
source countries, archaeologists, and academics. Maintaining that the acquisition of undocumented
antiquities by museums encourages the looting of archaeological sites, countries such as Italy, Greece,
Egypt, Turkey, and China have claimed ancient artifacts as state property, called for their return from
museums around the world, and passed laws against their future export. But in Who Owns Antiquity?, one of
the world's leading museum directors vigorously challenges this nationalistic position, arguing that it is
damaging and often disingenuous. "Antiquities," James Cuno argues, "are the cultural property of all
humankind," "evidence of the world's ancient past and not that of a particular modern nation. They comprise
antiquity, and antiquity knows no borders."

Cuno argues that nationalistic retention and reclamation policies impede common access to this common
heritage and encourage a dubious and dangerous politicization of antiquities--and of culture itself.
Antiquities need to be protected from looting but also from nationalistic identity politics. To do this, Cuno
calls for measures to broaden rather than restrict international access to antiquities. He advocates restoration
of the system under which source countries would share newly discovered artifacts in exchange for
archaeological help, and he argues that museums should again be allowed reasonable ways to acquire
undocumented antiquities. Cuno explains how partage broadened access to our ancient heritage and helped
create national museums in Cairo, Baghdad, and Kabul. The first extended defense of the side of museums in
the struggle over antiquities, Who Owns Antiquity? is sure to be as important as it is controversial.

Some images inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Wright:

The book Who Owns Antiquity?: Museums and the Battle over Our Ancient Heritage make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a
book Who Owns Antiquity?: Museums and the Battle over Our Ancient Heritage being your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Who Owns Antiquity?:
Museums and the Battle over Our Ancient Heritage. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Babara Lopez:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Who Owns Antiquity?: Museums and the Battle over Our Ancient Heritage book is
readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
regarding Who Owns Antiquity?: Museums and the Battle over Our Ancient Heritage content conveys
objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Who Owns Antiquity?: Museums and the
Battle over Our Ancient Heritage is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Rickie Miller:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Who Owns Antiquity?: Museums and the Battle over Our
Ancient Heritage it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone.
The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Allen Lutz:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be go through. Who Owns Antiquity?: Museums and the Battle over Our Ancient Heritage can be your



answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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