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"My brother saw the face of God. You never recover from a trauma like that."

So begins Angelhead, a taut, powerful memoir of the madness and crime that rips a family apart.

"I didn't see God, of course, but I saw my brother seeing God; I saw how petrified he was, how convinced."

Set in Tidewater, Virginia, in the 1980s and early 1990s, Angelhead documents the violent, drug-addled,
schizophrenic descent of the author's brother, Michael. Commencing with Michael's first psychotic break at
age 14 -- high on acid, seeing God in his suburban bedroom window -- through a series of petty crimes,
bizarre disappearances, and suicide attempts to the shocking crime that landed him in the psychiatric wing of
a maximum security prison, Angelhead enables us to witness firsthand, as never before, the fragmenting of a
mind and a family.

"I knew, still know, that he saw, in some form, His or Her or Its face."

Bottoms shows, in pitch-perfect prose and with great empathy and dramatic tension, the psychological
decline of his brother as he becomes obsessed first with heavy metal music, martial arts, and the occult, and
then with the more bizarre aspects of Christianity. We not only see the effects Michael's odd and increasingly
violent behavior has on the people around him, but also come to understand how the author, now a
successful writer and journalist, used the power of language and storytelling both to save himself and to
forgive his brother. With the fast pace and seamless structure of the best crime writing and the moral
sophistication and depth of our finest literature, Angelhead will challenge what we know about mental
illness and its impact on us all. It is a brilliant work of unusual intensity.

"In his room he was having his first of many psychotic breaks. It came in the form of crippling guilt, ruthless
introspection. He was Jesus being scolded by an angry Father. He wore sin, all sin, heavy as lead shackles.
God made him look at himself and he was a stone with a minuscule heart."
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From reader reviews:

Christine Frazier:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Angelhead: A Memoir. Try to the actual book Angelhead: A Memoir as your
pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

Raquel Black:

The reason? Because this Angelhead: A Memoir is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting
for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Eleanor Abney:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Angelhead: A Memoir or maybe others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Angelhead:
A Memoir to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Michael Kenney:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Angelhead: A Memoir.
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