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The Phantom of the Ego is the first comparative study that shows how the modernist account of the
unconscious anticipates contemporary discoveries about the importance of mimesis in the formation of
subjectivity. Rather than beginning with Sigmund Freud as the father of modernism, Nidesh Lawtoo starts
with Friedrich Nietzsche’s antimetaphysical diagnostic of the ego, his realization that mimetic
reflexes—from sympathy to hypnosis, to contagion, to crowd behavior—move the soul, and his insistence
that psychology informs philosophical reflection. Through a transdisciplinary, comparative reading of
landmark modernist authors like Nietzsche, Joseph Conrad, D. H. Lawrence, and Georges Bataille, Lawtoo
shows that, before being a timely empirical discovery, the “mimetic unconscious” emerged from an untimely
current in literary and philosophical modernism. This book traces the psychological, ethical, political, and
cultural implications of the realization that the modern ego is born out of the spirit of imitation; it is thus,
strictly speaking, not an ego, but what Nietzsche calls, “a phantom of the ego.” The Phantom of the Ego
opens up a Nietzschean back door to the unconscious that has mimesis rather than dreams as its via regia,
and argues that the modernist account of the “mimetic unconscious” makes our understanding of the psyche
new.
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From reader reviews:

George Clark:

Often the book The Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in Violence,
Mimesis, & Culture) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to
you. The book The Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in Violence,
Mimesis, & Culture) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Sharyl Nettles:

The particular book The Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in
Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot
of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write
this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Irene Gonzales:

Beside this specific The Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in
Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if
you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Phantom of the Ego:
Modernism and the Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book as well as read it from right now!

Ernest Tate:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the Mimetic
Unconscious (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) as well as others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the
Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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