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This book revisits the theory of the sources of international law from the perspective of formalism. It
critically analyses the virtues of formalism, construed as a theory of law ascertainment, as a means of
distinguishing between law and non-law. The theory of formalism is re-evaluated against the backdrop of the
growing acceptance by international legal theorists of the blurring of the lines between law and non-law. At
the same time, the book acknowledges that much

international normative activity nowadays takes place outside the ambit of traditional international law and
that only alimited part of the exercise of public authority at the international level resultsin the creation of
international legal rules.

The theory of ascertainment that the book puts forward attempts to dispel some of the illusions of formalism
that accompany the traditional sources of international law. It also shedslight on the tendency of scholars,
theorists, and advocates to deformalize the identification of international legal rules with aview to expanding
international law. The book seeksto revitalize and refresh the formal identification of rules by engaging with
some tenets of the postmodern critique of formalism. As

aresult, the book not only grapples with the practice of law-making at the international level, but it also
offers broad theoretical insights on international law, dealing with the main schools of thought in legal theory
(positivism, naturalism, legal realism, policy-oriented jurisprudence, and

postmodernism).

This paperback edition features the author's discussion of this book on the EJIL Talk blog.
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From reader reviews:
Carol Frazier:

The event that you get from Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment
of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographsin International Law) isthe more deep you digging the information that
hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
know but Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules
(Oxford Monographsin International Law) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this specific Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the
Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographsin International Law) instantly.

Anthony Callahan:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Formalism and the Sources of
International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographsin International
Law) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So, for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, itis
possible to pick Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal
Rules (Oxford Monographsin International Law) become your current starter.

Agatha Draper:

This Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules
(Oxford Monographsin International Law) is great publication for you because the content which can be full
of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentencesin it. So if you
areread the idea hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Formalism
and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographsin
International Law) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous asingle.
We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication aready do
that. So, this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?



Denise Adams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Formalism and the
Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographsin
International Law).
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