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American living standards improved considerably between 1900 and 2000. While most observers focus on
gainsin per-capitaincome as a measure of economic well-being, economists have used other measures of
well-being: height, weight, and longevity. The increased amount of leisure time per week and across people's
lifetimes, however, has been an unsung aspect of the improved standard of living in America.

In Century of the Leisured Masses, David George Surdam explores the growing presence of |eisure activities
in Americans' lives and how this devel opment came out throughout the twentieth century. Most Americans
have gone from working fifty-five or more hours per week to working fewer than forty, although many
Americans at the top rungs of the economic ladder continue to work long hours. Not only do more
Americans have more time to devote to other activities, they are able to enjoy higher-quality leisure. New
forms of leisure have given Americans more choices, better quality, and greater convenience. For instance, in
addition to producing music themselves, they can now listen to the most talented musicians when and where
they want. Television began as black and white on small screens; within fifty years, Americans had a cast of
dozens of channelsto choose from. They could also purchase favorite shows and movies to watch at their
convenience. Even Americans with low incomes enjoyed television and other new forms of leisure.

This growth of leisure resulted from a combination of growing productivity, better health, and technology.
American workers became more productive and chose to spend their improved productivity and higher
wages by consuming more, taking more time off, and enjoying better working conditions. By century's end,
relatively few Americans were engaged in arduous, dangerous, and stultifying occupations. The reign of
tyranny on the shop floor, in retail shops, and in offices was mitigated; many Americans could even enjoy
leisure activities during work hours.

Failure to consider the gainsin leisure time and |eisure consumption understates the gainsin American living

standards. With Century of the Leisured Masses, Surdam has comprehensively documented and examined
the developments in this important marker of well-being throughout the past century.
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From reader reviews:
Raymond Bailey:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They are reading
whatever they have because their habby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Century of the Leisured Masses: Entertainment and the
Transformation of Twentieth-Century America.

Danny Miller:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity thisislook different you
can read some sort of book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent al day every day to reading areserve. The book Century of the Leisured Masses. Entertainment and
the Transformation of Twentieth-Century Americait is quite good to read. There are alot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQore easily to read this book through your smart phone.
The priceis not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Florence Williams:

The book untitled Century of the Leisured Masses: Entertainment and the Transformation of Twentieth-
Century America contain alot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read theitem. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It
is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read
the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their
official web-site and also order it. Have anice learn.

Alicia Cain:

Don't beworry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Century of the Leisured Masses: Entertainment and the
Transformation of Twentieth-Century America can give you alot of friends because by you considering this
one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why



hesitate? L et's have Century of the Leisured Masses. Entertainment and the Transformation of Twentieth-
Century America.
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