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Hugh H. Benson explores Platos answer to Clitophons challenge, the question of how one can acquire the
knowledge Socrates argues is essential to human flourishing-knowledge we all seem to lack. Plato suggests
two methods by which this knowledge may be gained: the first is learning from those who already have the
knowledge one seeks, and the second is discovering the knowledge one seeks on ones own. The book begins
with a brief look at some of the Socratic dialogues where Plato appears to recommend the former approach
while simultaneously indicating various difficulties in pursuing it. The remainder of the book focuses on
Platos recommendation in some of his most important and central dialogues-the Meno, Phaedo, and
Republic-for carrying out the second approach: de novo inquiry. The book turns first to the famous paradox
concerning the possibility of such an inquiry and explores Platos apparent solution. Having defended the
possibility of de novo inquiry as a response to Clitophons challenge, Plato explains the method or procedure
by which such inquiry is to be carried out. The book defends the controversial thesis that the method of
hypothesis, as described and practiced in the Meno, Phaedo, and Republic, is, when practiced correctly,
Platos recommended method of acquiring on ones own the essential knowledge we lack. The method of
hypothesis when practiced correctly is, then, Platonic dialectic, and this is Platos response to Clitophons
challenge. This is a new book on a critically important topic, methodology, as it is explored in three of the
most important works by one of the most important philosophers in the very long history of philosophy,
written by a scholar of international stature who is working from many years of experience and currently at
the top of his game. It promises to be one of the most important books ever written on this subject.-Nicholas
Smith, James F. Miller Professor of Humanities, Lewis and Clark College The thesis is bold and the results
are important for our understanding of some of the most studied and controversial dialogues by and
philosophical theses in Plato. In my view, Hugh Bensons examination of the method of hypothesis in the
Meno and the Phaedo is a tour de force of subtle and careful scholarship: I think that this part of the book
will be adopted as the standard interpretation of this basic notion in Plato. An excellent and important book.-
Charles Brittain, Susan Linn Sage Professor of Philosophy and Humane Letters, Cornell University
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Wysocki:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which you should start with. This Clitophons Challenge: Dialectic in Platos Meno, Phaedo,
and Republic is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Jessica Ball:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a guide. The book Clitophons Challenge: Dialectic in Platos Meno, Phaedo, and Republic it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book features high quality.

Margaret Garcia:

Why? Because this Clitophons Challenge: Dialectic in Platos Meno, Phaedo, and Republic is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Eric Green:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Clitophons Challenge: Dialectic in
Platos Meno, Phaedo, and Republic to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Clitophons Challenge: Dialectic in Platos Meno,



Phaedo, and Republic can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of the time.
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