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The American experience in Vietnam divided us as a nation and eroded our confidence in both the morality
and the effectiveness of our foreign policy. Yet our understanding of this tragic episode remains superficial
because, then and now, we have never grasped the passionate commitment with which the Vietnamese clung
to and fought over their own competing visions of what Vietnam was and what it might become. To
understand the war, we must understand the Vietnamese, their culture, and their ways of looking at the
world. Neil L. Jamieson, after many years of living and working in Vietnam, has written the book that
provides this understanding.

Jamieson paints a portrait of twentieth-century Vietnam. Against the background of traditional Vietnamese
culture, he takes us through the saga of modern Vietnamese history and Western involvement in the country,
from the coming of the French in 1858 through the Vietnam War and its aftermath. Throughout his analysis,
he allows the Vietnamese—both our friends and foes, and those who wished to be neither—to speak for
themselves through poetry, fiction, essays, newspaper editorials and reports of interviews and personal
experiences.

By putting our old and partial perceptions into this new and broader context, Jamieson provides positive
insights that may perhaps ease the lingering pain and doubt resulting from our involvement in Vietnam. As
the United States and Vietnam appear poised to embark on a new phase in their relationship, Jamieson's book
is particularly timely.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Gagne:

The book Understanding Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Understanding
Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.) to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like available and read a publication Understanding Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.). Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Christopher Arredondo:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Understanding Vietnam (Philip
E. Lilienthal Book.). All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Adam Schneider:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Understanding
Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.), you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Emily Scott:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Understanding Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.) was filled regarding science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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