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Damascius was head of the Neoplatonist academy in Athens when the Emperor Justinian shut its doors
forever in 529. His work, Problems and Solutions Concerning First Principles, is the last surviving
independent philosophical treatise from the Late Academy. Its survey of Neoplatonist metaphysics,
discussion of transcendence, and compendium of late antique theologies, make it unique among all extant
works of late antique philosophy. It has never before been translated into English.

The Problems and Solutions exhibits a thorough?going critique of Proclean metaphysics, starting with the
principle that all that exists proceeds from a single cause, proceeding to critique the Proclean triadic view of
procession and reversion, and severely undermining the status of intellectual reversion in establishing being
as the intelligible object. Damascius investigates the internal contradictions lurking within the theory of
descent as a whole, showing that similarity of cause and effect is vitiated in the case of processions where
one order (e.g. intellect) gives rise to an entirely different order (e.g. soul).

Neoplatonism as a speculative metaphysics posits the One as the exotic or extopic explanans for plurality,
conceived as immediate, present to hand, and therefore requiring explanation. Damascius shifts the
perspective of his metaphysics: he struggles to create a metaphysical discourse that accommodates, insofar as
language is sufficient, the ultimate principle of reality. After all, how coherent is a metaphysical system that
bases itself on the Ineffable as a first principle? Instead of creating an objective ontology, Damascius writes
ever mindful of the limitations of dialectic, and of the pitfalls and snares inherent in the very structure of
metaphysical discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Roberts:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Damascius' Problems and Solutions Concerning First Principles
(AAR Religions in Translation). Try to make the book Damascius' Problems and Solutions Concerning First
Principles (AAR Religions in Translation) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you.
The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we
need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

James Blouin:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Damascius' Problems and
Solutions Concerning First Principles (AAR Religions in Translation) book as beginning and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Patrick Perkins:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Damascius' Problems and Solutions
Concerning First Principles (AAR Religions in Translation) as the daily resource information.

Myra Coronado:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Damascius' Problems and Solutions Concerning First
Principles (AAR Religions in Translation) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Damascius' Problems and Solutions Concerning First Principles (AAR Religions in Translation)
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading in which.
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